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Baseball

The art of the double play is
an eye-catching maneuver. It
requires the focus of all the
infielders, and their ability to
know where the others are
going to be. The University of
Texas-Pan American team has
turned 23 doubles plays this
season
See Page 15
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The invisible line: Faculty navigate warily
By EMMA CLARK
AND ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
The country is facing another
war; only this time the battlefields
are
American
universities.
Professors battle for the right to
occasionally express their opinions
during lectures and in other venues, and students fight for the right
to an unbiased education while still
getting exposed to controversy and
critical thinking. The war about
academic freedom is heating up.
The concept of academic freedom cannot be found in the U.S.

Constitution, and is hard to define
for many. This has not stopped colleges around the nation from
cracking down on what college
professors can and cannot say,
much to the chagrin of many educators.
Terence Garrett, political science professor at The University of
Texas-Pan American, gave a definition: “Academic freedom is the
right of any faculty to say what
they want. You’ve got to have it to
speak the truth.”
Dr. Jerry Polinard, department
chair of the Political Science
Department at UTPA, has a differ-

ent opinion, explaining that academic freedom does not mean professors can simply mention what
they want inside their classrooms.
“As with freedom of speech,
there is a time, place and manner.
The notion is that they [the professors] are content-neutral,” he said.
On another front, it means that if
the
Student
Government
Association, for example, wishes
to have a protest, the university
cannot stop the protest because
officials don’t like the content.
There is a difference between
teachers with academic freedom
and students having the right to

By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American

—Terence Garrett
Political Science Professor

Joel de La Rosa/The Pan American

Do you like rubber? The
yellow Live Strong wristbands
have become a fad that, ironically enough, managed to
annoy and motivate people at
the same time. Some wear
them to be cool, while others
support the cause behind them.
The problem is, the bracelets
have been cloned by consumeroriented businesses. Is Lance
Armstrong the Good Samaritan
of the millennium?
See Page 8 & 9

Protest counters CIA appearance
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
The quad at The University
of Texas-Pan American was
bustling with activity Tuesday
during the campus activity hour.
With Greeks cheering at
one end and the CIA enticing
students to join the government
agency in the middle, the
protest being held in response to
the CIA event drew a small
group of students at the other
Joel de La Rosa/The Pan American end.

MAN ON A MISSION - Celerino Castillo
protests the CIA’s event, Tuesday.

See FREEDOM page 11

UTPA’s
funding
formula

“Academic freedom is
the right of any faculty
to say what they want.
You’ve got to have it to
speak the truth.”

Trends

have free-speech zones on campus.
But the main ideas are the same:
where do opinions end and learning begin? And can the two coexist?
The political and social science classes tend to be at the forefront of much of this heated
debate. This, Polinard explained, is
because these departments study
and teach about controversial,
socially relevant topics.
“It is not cut and dry, we deal
with current issues all the time,” he
said.
But how much can a professor

The protest, organized by
The Student Peace and Justice
Coalition and The University
Socialist Foundation, sought to
bring the other side of the story
to students, said Samantha
Garcia, president of both campus organizations.
“We’re protesting that the
CIA can come to campus. They
are asking one group to become
part of another,” said Garcia, a
senior biology major.
Garcia went on to cite
numerous facts that the small

See CIA page 11

With enrollment at The
University of Texas-Pan American
growing every semester and state
funding failing to match that growth,
the focus of the institution’s administration is set squarely on the budget.
In budgetary matters, whether
in the private sector or a major educational institution, there are two
key questions that must be
addressed. Where is the money coming from? And, where is the money
going?
This year UTPA received 37
percent, or $70.2 million, from the
state of Texas. The state generates
this money through sales tax, federal subsidies, gas and alcohol taxes,
and other non-tax revenue sources
such as the state lottery and various

See BUDGET page 11

The Pan American will
not publish an issue
next week. The staff
heads to Dallas for
state competition.
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Two sides to the story better than one

Every university has
its own culture. There
are those that are
known for students’
outlandish behavior,
others for the party
life. But what about
the faculty members?
Clarissa Martinez If every school has a
different culture then
wouldn’t the type of people who teach at a particular university have their particular ways?
UTPA could be considered a “conservative” university in some ways, although the
Rio Grande Valley has voted overwhelmingly
Democrat through the years. An example of
this is the fact that the Outstanding Leadership
Series has brought down nothing but
Republicans as its Distinguished Speakers.
There has been some criticism of these speakers, but they continue to come, so perhaps
these are the types of speakers UTPA students
(or administrators) welcome. There was a
protest during former President George Bush’s
visit, when a large group of students attended
with faculty and community members also
participating.
The Valley has a campus full of Democratic
and liberal students/faculty at UTPA. But conservative speakers have dominated the major
speaker circuit. Although the university has

welcomed Molly Ivins, Dolores Huerta,
Michael Parenti and other liberals, they have
come at the invitation of particular professors,
and interest groups apart from the administration.
Which brings us to the concept of academic freedom. Ideologies are different among faculty, students and university officials. Students
are not all liberals or conservatives. And that
idea is sometimes forgotten inside a classroom.
Academic freedom is a form of expression. A
university is a place to learn, to express opinions. There is no reason why students shouldn’t be exposed to ideas they might not agree
with.
At the same time, how far should professors
be allowed to go before making students
uncomfortable?
At Columbia University in New York an
incident occurred where a professor refused to
answer a question from an Israeli student (who
happened to be a veteran of the IDF) at an offcampus event unless that student said how
many Palestinians he had killed. Now the incident occurred outside a classroom, and the professor defused the situation by explaining he
was misinterpreted. Should the professor have
been questioned at all? Is this a slippery slope
cutting into the rights professors have?
Academic freedom is a right and privilege
for faculty members. They should have the lee-

way to explore different, sometimes unpopular
views. But at the same time there has to be a
clear responsibility for their students. If a professor is ranting about why a political idea is
appalling rather than analyzing past events or
political strategies, then there’s a problem.
And what about students making other students uncomfortable? Say a political discussion is happening in class. What would be the
worse outcome, a professor going off the deep
end, or a student not being able to share their
opinion out of fear of being ridiculed by the
rest of the class? If professors have the ability
to discuss what they want, there shouldn’t be a
slightest hesitance to allow students to give
feedback, even if the professors disagree.
Besides being bullied, these students often fear
that their grade, if determined even partly on
semi-subjective criteria, might suffer.
That means academic freedom should cut
both ways.
At the same time, if students aren’t enjoying a class, or the professor, they can simply
drop it. Students have the responsibility to
manage what information they are absorbing.
Although many students cannot afford to lose
course hours, by not engaging in uncomfortable topics and views they would defeat one of
the main learning experiences that college life
has to offer. And that would be a waste of the
students academic freedom.

morning. Why not pay for more faculty?
UTPA plans on wasting our money on a garden to beautify the university more. This of
course, will not help a student graduate.
UTPA will make a day care, which does have
many positive aspects to it, but still that will
not help students. UTPA will raise the parking permit price to $34 dollars. Why? So I
will be paying more money to drive to UTPA,
wait and wait for a parking space, perhaps
park in an empty reserved, get a ticket, and
lose another fifteen dollars. I understand that
in a long enough time line, UTPA will need to
raise its tuition, but why is it that while every
other school in Texas is held to a five percent
increase, that UTPA can increase its tuition
nearly 10 percent. Also, UTPA claimed that
80 percent of the graduating class of 2004 had

assistance. What is assistance? Loans perhaps.
Out of my own circle of students I know at
UTPA only approximately 15 percent of students receive real funding such as a grant
scholarship.
Finally, I am not against UTPA raising
tuition, as long as students can feel that UTPA
does actually care about them and that the fees
we pay actually goes to a great education. In
the end, UTPA still will not care about its students, but will have more money to keep or
waste on useless projects, while we, the students, are forced take more classes and lose
more money. I can major in anything, but
minor in being a crook at UTPA.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
I am outraged at the huge increase of
tuition. I am a junior majoring in chemistry at
UTPA and I feel that a raise in tuition is awful.
UTPA has done almost nothing to help students in the past years. I have known for many
years that UTPA is a business, not a school.
Now, UTPA will raise their tuition again, and I
doubt we, as students, will see anything from
this. One of the most talked about issues with
UTPA is parking. The students already pay
high amounts of money and parking as yet to
be fixed. UTPA has so much money, but does
not help students at all. The books in the
library at nearly fifty years old, while the new
books in the bookstore are ridiculously over
priced. As a science student, classes are rarely
available because of time conflicts.
We usually can only take classes in the

Omar R. Elizondo,
Junior pre-pharmacy major

NEWS
Former U.S. secretary of
state to speak on campus
By HILDA MARIE LORIA
The Pan American
Former U.S. Secretary of State
James A. Baker III will headline
the
annual
Outstanding
Leadership Series hosted by The
University
of
Texas-Pan
American Foundation April 7.
Baker joins the list of past
inspirational speakers – former
New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani, former U.S. President
George H.W. Bush, and Gen. H.
Norman Schwarzkopf – whose
appearances have helped raise
money for student scholarships
and UTPA programs.
“Each
year
the
UTPA
Foundation strives to offer an
Outstanding Leadership Series
presentation that is memorable
and thought provoking for our
students, academic and administrative staff and the communities
served by the university,” said
Joe Ramirez, UTPA Foundation
chairman.
Baker, a Houston native, will
share his experiences in politics
and public service, offering
unique insights into what it takes
to be a successful leader.
“Secretary Baker will speak
on effective leadership qualities,
citing his high-profile roles in
three presidential administrations
and interactions with many world
leaders as well as the relevance
of such qualities and skills to
today’s challenging environment,” Ramirez said.
Roland S. Arriola, vice president for External Affairs at
UTPA, said the Foundation looks

for world-renown speakers who
have made a significant impact
on global events, to speak at the
event that raises about $100,000
annually for UTPA scholarships
and programs.
“Through this series, local
business and civic leaders have
the opportunity to see and hear
world-class speakers discuss the
application of their leadership
skills to the solution of complex
problems,” Arriola said. “Getting
this opportunity while at the same
time helping the university reach
its educational goals is a win-win
situation.”

“Getting this opportunity
while at the same time
helping the university
reach its educational goals
is a win-win situation.”
-Roland S. Arriola,
VP for External Affairs
Baker has served in senior
government positions for three
U.S. presidents. He began his
public service career in 1975 with
President Gerald Ford as the
under-secretary of commerce.
From 1985-1998, he served as the
67th secretary of the treasury,
under President Ronald Reagan.
He was also chairman of
Reagan’s
Economic
Policy
Council. During Reagan’s administration, he was White House
chief of staff from 1981-1985.
He also served under Bush as

the nation’s 61st secretary of
state, from January 1989-August
1992. He concluded his service as
chief of staff and senior counselor to Bush from August 1992
to January 1993.
Baker has served as the personal envoy of United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan to
seek a political solution to the
conflict in the Western Sahara. In
2003, Baker was appointed special presidential envoy for
President George W. Bush on the
issue of Iraqi debt.
He is currently a senior partner in the law firm of Baker Botts
and senior counselor to The
Carlyle Group, a merchant banking firm in Washington, D.C. He
is honorary chairman of the
James A. Baker III Institute for
Public Policy at Rice University.
A dinner is set for 7 p.m. followed by a presentation by Baker
at 8 p.m. A question-and-answer
session will follow the speech.
Sponsorships are available
from $5,000-$25,000, and benefits will include a networking
reception, the dinner and the
presentation. Top sponsors will
be invited to a private reception
and dinner with Baker, Ramirez
said.
“By participating in the
Outstanding Leadership Series,
you support the students of UTPA
and at the same time attend a
unique, once-in-a-lifetime presentation,” he added.
For more information on the
Outstanding Leadership Series or
to become a sponsor, call (956)
381-3361.

BAKER’S CAREER
James Baker has had an extensive political career, serving under three presidents.
He began his public service career with
President Gerald Ford as the under
secretary of commerce
1975

1981 - 1985
During Reagan’s
administration, he was
named White House
chief of staff

Under President George H.W.
Bush, he served as the nation’s
61st U.S. secretary of state
January 1989 - August 1992

1985 - 1998

President Reagan
August 1992 - January 1993
announcing the new Concluded with his service as
positions of James White House chief of staff and
Baker (left). He
senior counselor to Bush.
served as 67th
secretary of treasury.

historychannel.com
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GAMERS - With the arrival of the PSP, the video game industry has
once again seen an evolution of portable devices.

Handheld heaven
By ENRIQUE REYNOSO
The Pan American
Until now the handheld video
game market has been dominated
by one company: Nintendo. Its
various versions of the popular
Gameboy have been so successful, that other companies trying to
compete have failed miserably.
Sony hopes to change that with its
newly
released
Playstation
Portable, or PSP.
Since 1995, Sony has been a
staple in the video game industry
with home consoles such as the
original Playstation and the
Playstation 2 (or PS2). Now the
company is attempting to enter the
handheld market, directly competing with the most recent Nintendo
offering, the DS (or dual-screen).
According to the publication,
Slashdot, the PSP has sold over
1.18 million units in Japan since
release in December. Sony
expects to sell just as many in the
United States by bundling the first
million PSPs as a value pack,”
including a 32 MB memory stick,
a cleaning cloth, carrying case,
headphone and remote control set,
wrist strap and a free “Spiderman
2” movie. Many retailers have
responded to fan anticipation by
pre-ordering PSPs. Some stores
even had midnight openings in
order to commemorate the event.
The Gamestop video game
store in Sharyland held one such
event last Thursday. Ralph
Gonzalez, a Gamestop employee
and sophomore kinesiology major
at The University of Texas-Pan
American, says that 100 out of the

130 units shipped to the store
were already preordered.
“Because we have so many
preorders, we’re the only
Gamestop in [the Rio Grande
Valley] that was open at midnight,” he said.
This has translated into PSP
software sales as well. Gonzalez
said the store is completely sold
out of the popular game, “Ridge
Racer.”
Juan R. Macias, a freshman
computer science major at UTPA,
was one of 30 people waiting in
line that night. “I’ve been here
since 10 [p.m.],” Macias said. “I
didn’t know how long the line was
going to be. I had to be sure that I
would be one of the first to get
mine.”
Macias went on to say that he’s
had his PSP preordered for three
months.
“I’ve been waiting and waiting,
and it’s finally here,” he said.
Out of the box, PSP looks surprisingly elegant. The black finish
is polished to a mirror-like sheen.
It’s also slim and lightweight,
weighing about as much as a
paperback book. So far it looks
and feels like a high-end media
player. That is, until you power up
the system. With the ability to
play movies in widescreen format,
the PSP’s screen is simply amazing. The colors are bright and
crisp. While watching “Spiderman
2” it was obvious that Sony meant
to appeal to the discerning gadget
lover. The audio sounded great
through the headphones.
This time around Sony has

See PSP page 12
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AG Valley guest of honor

Six months down

By JASON CHAPA
AND KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American

What rocked the student vote
By CLAUDETTE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
When it comes to politics, educational issues are uppermost in the
minds of local students. Particularly
important to many is the question of
how to fund their education.
“The access to funds for those students who can’t pay for their own education and the amount of financial aid
given on a national basis,” is what is
most important to The University of
Texas-Pan American chemistry major
Elvis Cavazos.
UTPA Political Science chair Dr.
Jerry Polinard explained how the
school’s location has affected some
students’ ability to invest in their education.
“Our students, more so than students in other parts of the state, are
responsible for their own education
costs, so this isn’t just a rhetorical kind
of discussion [about something] that
might have an effect on mama and
daddy,” he said.
Polinard explained that the cost of
education plays a huge part in how
politically active students are, and
which party they support. He said that
students exhibit a much higher level
of interest and political involvement
when public policy issues arise which

have a direct impact on their lives.
“I’m a student so naturally education is high on my list of priorities,”
said Joseph Nichols, senior biology
major. “And health care issues are
similarly high on my list of priorities
because I am a cancer survivor and a
future physician.”
UTPA political science major
Argelia Barrera demonstrated similar
sentiments about the political issues
that are relevant to her.
“Issues that are important to me
are the issues that affect me and other
students such as financial aid. Also, I
would hate to see programs like
GEAR UP and Upward Bound cut,”
said Barrera, a senator-at-large for
The Student Government Association
and vice president of the College
Republicans Club.
One issue of concern that many
students may be dismissing is the war
in Iraq. Students may not realize just
how the war affects the matters of
most importance to them, such as the

Page 4

amount of money allotted for education.
“[Students] today may not be as
aware of the consequences of a war
because there is no draft,” said
Arnoldo Zarate, professor in the
History Department. “However, the
fact that there’s this huge, massive,
new expense over the war does implicate against other sections of the government’s budget, so it impacts such
things as programs for college students.”
There is also some concern about
social issues among students.
“I have an interest in human and
civil rights, both domestic and abroad,
because I think it’s a little naïve to
concern yourself only with those
issues that affect you directly, to the
ignorance of those [people] who are
being oppressed all over the world.
In general, however, the issues that
matter the most are those that affect

See REACTION page 12

Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott will be the guest of honor
for the Hidalgo Republican
Party’s Lincoln Day Dinner, today
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the
McAllen Country Club.
Abbott joins a long list of
prominent Republicans who have
spoken at the dinner. In the past,
Gov. Rick Perry and U.S.
Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison
and John Cornyn have been featured guest speakers.
Historically, Hidalgo County
has leaned toward the Democratic
Party, but according to Hollis
Rutledge, Republican Party
Chairman for Hidalgo County, in
the last presidential election
President Bush captured over 45
percent of the area vote. Cameron
County supported Bush. Many in
the Hidalgo branch of the
Republican Party see this as a
sign of change.
“Never have we had that type
of a percentage vote for a
Republican candidate in an election,” he said. “And of course, the
fact is we have all of the statewide
office holders coming to speak
with us to help us locally. There’s
not one Democrat statewide office
holder, not one.”
Rutledge, who is an alumnus
of The University of Texas-Pan
American and served as student

body president from 1975-1976,
believes that such GOP-sponsored
events only spread the influence.
“We’re doing quite well as a
local party; we’re in the best of
shape because we have the ability
to call upon our Republican
friends to try
and carry the
message at a
local level,”
he said.
T o m
H a u g h e y,
executive
director of
the
party,
believes that
the
dinner
ABBOTT
also
gives
Abbott’s
constituents an opportunity to
reach out to their attorney general.
“I think it’s an opportunity for
people to have a one-on-one with
the attorney general,” he said. “If
they have any problems they can
voice them.”
Abbott will be talking to
guests about several topics, ranging from steps his office has taken
towards preventing Internet fraud,
and dealing with child support
cases. He is also scheduled to talk
about the presentation he gave to
the U.S. Supreme Court about the
recent controversy over the placement of the Ten Commandments

See ABBOTT page 6

State celebrating icon today
By NAYELLY BARRIOS
The Pan American
Cesar Estrada Chavez is remembered for
standing up for the rights of farm workers
and forming the National Farm Workers of
America, later called United Farm Workers
of America. Chavez did many great things
for his people as a civil rights activist and a
labor leader, and on March 31, his birth date,
he will be remembered across the nation.
Events will be held around Texas in
memory of Chavez and the Rio Grande
Valley is no exception. In San Juan, La
Unión del Pueblo Entero, also known as
LUPE, in collaboration with Proyecto
Azteca, Azteca Community Loan Fund, and
the South Texas Civil Rights Project, will
host a march for colonia street lights today.
The march will begin at 4:30 p.m. at Arturo
Guajardo Park in San Juan and will end at
the corner of Cesar Chavez Road and
Business 83, at LUPE headquarters.
“Cesar Chavez left us the legacy of the
struggle,” said lead community organizer
Hortencia Armendáriz. “Cesar believed that
people should invest in themselves and fight
for their rights and dignity. We march
because there is more to be done in order to
achieve social and economic justice for
working families.
“Our grassroots membership base has a
great concern and need for public street
lights in isolated colonias, for a comprehensive legalization program for undocumented
immigrants, and their right to affordable
housing.”
There will be a Family Fiesta with games,

http://home.sandiego.edu/~jcornejo

food, and music after the march. Workshops
on financial literacy, predatory lending, and
the home-buying process will also be available to participants.
Armendáriz said Cesar Chavez Day is not
a day for leisure, but one for service and
learning.
“We need to contribute to the underprivileged community that Cesar loved deeply,”
Armendáriz said. “It is important that all

See CHAVEZ page 6
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DEBT: From paychecks to prescriptions
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Susan, a junior majoring in engineering who
wished to remain anonymous, lived paycheck to
paycheck and used her credit card to pay off
emergency loans. Last semester her hectic
lifestyle of trying to pay bills and attend college
left her in a depressed and unhealthy slump.
“I just thought I couldn’t make it,” Susan
said. “I had really bad stomach aches,
headaches, and I wasn’t happy with my grades.”
With the cost of college increasing and student debt on the rise, many individuals are finding it hard to balance employment and education. According to a study by the National
Center for Education Statistics, 50 percent of
recent college graduates have student loans, with
an average debt of $10,000.
Susan developed a stomach ulcer, and was
prescribed medication for her depression.
“My doctor told me I was putting myself
under too much stress, causing the stomach ulcer
and my depression because I couldn’t get everything I needed done,” Susan said. “I needed to
pay for my car payments, gas, insurance and stay
on top of my classes. It was just all too much.”
John Darcy, from the Department of
Accounting and Business Law, explained how
debt and financial management is matching the
use of funds to the sources of revenues being

used to repay them.
“Students have a mixture of debt, short-term
and long-term,” Darcy said. “Credit card debt
would be short term and the long term would be
student loans which come from the value of education.”
He also explained that students tend to get
into debt by living beyond their means and by
using short-term credit card debt for long-term
needs, such as paying for college.
“The classic mistake students make is mismatching the uses of debt and the sources of
repayment,” Darcy said. “Short-term borrowing
to make up shortfalls, such as credit card financing, can lead to stress if there is no plan for the
source of money to repay the debt. Long-term
financing, such as from college loans, can
relieve stress because the borrowing can be
repaid from earnings after graduation.”
Stress is an individual’s body reaction to
change, or stressors, explained Kim Loan
Nguyen-Finn from The University of Texas-Pan
American Counseling Center.
“Stress can be a good thing, which is called
eustress, examples of which may include marriage, the birth of a child, graduation and starting
a new job,” Nguyen-Finn said. “Distress is
what we think of as bad stress, such as a death in
the family, getting a speeding ticket and, yes,
amassing debt. Stress can also motivate a person
to make positive changes. Stress affects the

entire body, and can thus aggravate existing
health conditions and may cause some health
conditions.”
She also clarified that long-term stress can
have a negative affect on the body’s immune
system, making a person more susceptible to
colds, infections, or other ailments. Stress can
also bring on migraines, muscle tension, or
aggravate stomach ulcers.
“If a person has debt and has little or no hope
for getting out of that debt, then it is possible that
the situation may lead to anxiety or depression,”
Nguyen-Finn said. “This is not to say that it will
absolutely lead to it.”
She recommends relaxation techniques for
individuals who are under a lot of stress, along
with exercising, eating well, limiting caffeine,
nicotine or alcohol intake and possibly talking
with a counselor.
“A counselor could help a student decide
ways for themselves to address their stressors
and learn relaxation techniques that may work
for them,” she said.
Susan talked to a counselor who helped her
manage her time and control her spending.
“After getting sick I knew I had to make a
change in my lifestyle,” Susan said. “I still have
my job but I only work twenty hours instead of
forty, and now I try to take only nine hours a
semester. I also keep track of the money I spend.
Little things like tracking how much you pay for

gas each week really does make a difference on
if you’ll have money at the end of month.”
Attending college full-time and trying to
finance education through employment can
cause stress, Darcy said
“College is expensive, the income won’t be
realized until the future,” Darcy noted. “So they
[students] are stuck in a situation where they are
funding a long-term venture using short-term
financing. And that leads to financial instability
and stress.”
Darcy recommends developing a realistic
financial plan and focusing on an investment in
their education.
“A basic financial plan begins with budgeting,” Darcy explained. “One needs to figure out
when and where money is coming from and
when and where it is going. If more money is
going out than is coming in, the difference needs
to be made up from some source. Cutting down
on unnecessary expenditures is the best way to
start.”
He also believes a rational approach to budgeting can help decrease the amount of stress a
student is under by balancing class with work
hours.
“Society needs to maximize its student loan
program,” Darcy said. “Society is making an
investment in the work population and its individuals that provide substantial economic
returns.”

Sleeping away the days:
Waking up to National Sleep Awareness Week
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Tossing and turning at 3 a.m., worrying about
how the exam went, not being able to fall asleep
or waking up too early; it happens to many students from time to time. However, there are some
individuals who suffer from the symptoms of
insomnia often.
National Sleep Awareness Week, March 28April 3, was developed to bring attention to the
widespread sleeping problems affecting millions
of Americans.
Wednesday was Insomnia Awareness Day, to
bring attention to the most prevalent sleep problem, one that 126 million people experience at
least one symptom of a few nights a week,
according to polls taken by the National Sleep
Foundation (NSF).
Janice Maville, a professor in nursing at The
University of Texas-Pan American, explained that
there are two types of major sleeping disorders;
dysomnia or insomnia. Insomnia sufferers have
trouble falling asleep and/or staying asleep, and
wake up frequently. Or they suffer from a combination of all three.
Mark De La Garza, a junior majoring in education, has sleepless nights, sometimes for several days, leaving him exhausted and behind in his
classes.
“On average it’s tough, sometimes I sleep four
to six hours a night for about a week and then
sometimes I have those nights that I wish I had at
least four,” De La Garza said. “Four to six hours a
day and occasionally an extra hour on Saturday if

my body is exhausted, is usually what my typical
week consists of.”
There are several factors that can cause a person to have a sleepless night.
“Life stress, caffeine intake, physical discomfort, napping during the day and/or early bedtimes
are considered among the causative factors,”
Maville said. “Depression, abuse of alcohol and
heavy smoking can cause insomnia.”
Research shows that between 63 and 73 percent of college students do not get enough sleep,
said Maville.
“This may be due to the irregularity of their
sleeping habits, increasing their risk for developing sleep apnea,” she said. A dangerous condition,
sleep apnea as outlined by the American Sleep
Apnea Association, is when people stop breathing
continuously while they are sleeping, often for a
minute or longer.
“Young adults with a sleep disorder are at risk
for decreased focus and attention, decreased
memory, depressed moods, problems with peer
and adult relationships, as well as injuries and
accidents,” she said.
The National Institute of Health suggests that
the average young adult needs between seven and
nine hours of sleep a night.
“This is especially true for college students,
since the deep sleep, known as rapid eye movement or REM sleep, that occurs early in the night,
and the dream sleep that occurs later in the night
are both related to increased learning,” Maville
said.
“It’s well-documented that sleep-deprived students perform significantly worse than students
who regularly get a good night’s sleep,” she said.

PHYSICAL WARNING SIGNS OF STRESS
Chronic stress due to financial worries and/or a lack of sleep can wear
down the body’s natural defenses, leading to variety of physical symptoms.

Dizziness
General aches and pains
Grinding teeth, clenched jaw
Headaches
Indigestion
Increase in or loss of appetite
Muscle tension in neck, face or shoulders

Racing heart
Cold and sweaty palms
Trembling/shaking
Weight gain or loss
Upset stomach
Sexual difficulties
Source: WebMD

“Staying up, studying most of the night for a test
and then sleeping only a few hours or not at all
decreases the ability to remember new information. The exact amount of sleep varies among
individuals, and quality is more important than
quantity.”
It has been suggested that the alertness function of sleep and the increasing consequences of
sleepiness are as important to address as the societal impact of alcohol consumption, Maville
explained.
De La Garza does consume alcohol on occasion to help him sleep, and he is aware that not
sleeping is having a negative effect on his life.
“I have tried taking pills on occasion or having
a couple alcoholic beverages to help me go to
sleep,” De La Garza said. “But like anything, pills
only work once in a while, and I do not want to
have to feed my body things it does not need
when it should rest naturally.”
Maville suggests not using sleeping pills to
help fall asleep since they could lead to dependence, and could become less effective over a long
period of use.
“Natural ingredients found in food can aid
sleep,” Maville said. She listed tryptophan, honey,
some carbohydrates, B vitamins, calcium and var-

ious herbal teas.
Maville did warn however, that some herbal
sleeping aids should be used with caution.
Melatonin, a hormone naturally produced by the
body during the night, can aid sleep, as well as
others such as valerian, chamomile, kavakava,
California poppy, skullcap, St. John’s Wort and
hops.
“These have not undergone the rigorous testing required of prescription drugs,” she said.
“When using any of the herbal sleep aids, it’s
important to use them as infrequently and at the
lowest possible dose. It is always advisable to
check with a health care provider—advanced
practice nurse, physician, or pharmacist—before
taking any herbal sleep aid, to avoid adverse
effects and interaction with other medications
being taken.”
Adequate sleep is essential for good health and
peak performance; individuals suffering from
insomnia should consult a doctor.
“I wish I knew the reasons toward my sleeping
problem or problems,” De La Garza said. “There
are nights I get in bed and my mind just begins to
race over thoughts, ideas and worries. And there
are other nights where I just lie there waiting to go
to sleep trying to will myself to do it.”
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Mexican-Americans and all people take the day to think of the
legacy our hero left behind: a
legacy of service to others, sacrifice, determination, non-violence,
respect and dignity for life, and
the si se puede attitude.”
Thursday’s events will be free
of charge and the first 500 people
to arrive will receive a free shirt
and be able to participate in raffles.
The main target of the education about Chavez is the youth of
the Rio Grande Valley, said
Armendariz.
“In our movement we believe
that youth are not only the leaders
of tomorrow but also the leaders
of today, it is our job to share with
them the values of the lucha, of
the causa and our founder,” said
Armendariz.
In Houston, The Tejano
Association
for
Historical
Preservation will hold a parade on
Saturday, April 9. After the sixth

ABBOTT
on state capitol grounds.
He will discuss this
Thursday.
UTPA students are
excited to have the
opportunity to hear
Abbott.
“I believe it’s great to
have someone as impor-
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annual parade, elected officials
and dignitaries will give speeches
and there will be entertainment at
Hidalgo Park.
“Cesar E. Chavez was a humble man with a vision of greatness,” said Loretta Martinez
Williams, vice president of the
TAHP.
Williams
explained
that
through non-violent strikes,
Chavez was able to negotiate and
improve housing, working conditions and pay for farm workers.
Because of Chavez’s efforts, farm
workers today, and consumers,
benefit from the results of his
work.
“One can only imagine what
small towns are doing across the
state. This is an opportunity for
people to pull together and celebrate the life and accomplishments of Cesar Chavez,” Williams
said.
Williams also said that the
community is fortunate to have

Dolores Huerta, co-founder of The
United States Farm Workers with
Chavez, on their side. Huerta
recently visited The University of
Texas-Pan American and is still
working as a political activist and
labor leader.
“These are two individuals who
have certainly made the world a
better place to live,” said
Williams.
Corpus Christi will also be
holding its sixth annual march and
a reception on April 3.
UTPA
history
professor
Jennifer Mata encouraged all local
students to attend the Chavez
marches.
“I think it’s very important that
students and the people in the
community attend the marches
that honor and remember, not only
Cesar Chavez but the people who
fought with him,” Mata said.
“Because the struggle is still going
on today, even though there have
been successes, it hasn’t ended.”

continued from page 4
tant as the attorney general come down and
allow students to interact
with him and ask questions,”
said
Adam
Manzano, a sophomore
engineering major.
“The
Phi
Sigma
Kappa fraternity that I

am a member of feels
honored at the opportunity to see how we can
be of service to the
Attorney General,” said
Justin Nordmeyer, a senior CIS and management
major.
“This is going to be a

great opportunity for a
fraternity that is held in
high respect and is of
service
and
duty,”
Nordmeyer said. “We
need more guest speakers like Greg Abbott to
come down here and
hear our views.”

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Without Borders/Sin Fronteras presents:
2nd Annual Prose & Poetry Jam
April 8 from 3 p.m. - Midnight
Media Theatre
The Department of Psychology and
Anthropology sponsors:
Self-regulation, resilience, & stress
by Dr. Frederick Ernst
April 7, noon
SBS 119
The University Program Board presents:
Battle of the Broncs
March 31, 4 - 8 p.m.
The Quad
The UTPA Art Galleries presents:
The Master of Fine Arts Exhibit – "Offering" by Mari
Alba Gonzalez
March 31 & April 1
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clark Gallery
Free Ping Pong
April 6
All day
Student Union
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Catch27: The antithesis of facebook
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American

There is a new personal networking site in town. Yes, yet another one. It
seems that there are new ones popping
up left and right. There is the friendly
friendster.com,
the
“hip”
myspace.com, and now introducing: a
slightly different type of network/blog
site, Catch27.
This site comes equipped with
attitude and raw honesty, and any
user/player of the site can win some
prizes.
The Web site’s homepage is full
of interactive media links, bold colors
and plenty of information. The background is a strong redbrick pattern; the
sidebar has “sexy” pictures of players.
There are also instructions for the
“game.” The instructions include headings like, “How to play,” “Trading for
Cards” and “How to build your pack.”
The main page, with a simple,
white background, has advertisements
about the site, announcements of
upcoming charity events, contests,
links to browse other players and featured winners who have mastered the
game.

Courtesy of Lindsey Johnson

LET’S PLAY - Catch27 players can trade each other like
baseball fans who swap trading cards.

How to play
Once a person is ready to register,
they make their profile and must submit a photograph of themselves that
cannot be taken from more than five
feet away. The reason for the pic is so
that other users can scope out the
potential player; besides, society’s
approval is based on looks.
The new user then has to decide
on a category. The potential user can
choose to be known as a “Jock,”
“Slut,” “Brain” or “Freak.” The label
will make it easier for other users to
choose whether they want to befriend a
“Jock,” or decide later on to trade
him/her off for someone different. In
other words, the users become labeled
and categorized.
How to win
The users must make 27 friends,
but there is a catch. There must be a
theme. For instance, the accumulated
friends have to all be named “Brad,” or
all be Cameron Diaz look-alikes, in
order to win anything.
That’s right, there are winners,
and it’s more than just an e-mail, but
you can receive prizes. Catch27 is not
the ordinary blogging site, but rather an
actual game that allows users to win
prizes such as an iPod, Sidekick II, and
starting April 4 there will be a grand
prize of $10,000. Half of the grand
prize will go to charity, the other half to
the winner.
Compared to similar sites,
Catch27 is not the common, scholarly
one that requires a person’s university
to be listed on the site, such as thefacebook, almost exclusively the domain of
Ivy League schools, private universities, or schools with tuition of $50,000
a year or more.
The facebook homepage has a
white background accented with blue.
Their registering and login information
is at the top and it sits right below a
clean heading, thefacebook. The site
also provides users a list of newly
added universities, and if the potential
user is not sure whether his/her school
is listed, no worries, because facebook
provides a list of all schools.
Thefacebook was the creation of
Harvard students.
Catch27 was the invention of E.
Jean Carrol, former Saturday Night
Live writer and a journalist at Esquire
since 1979. Carroll has prior Internet
site experience as co-founder of a popular
dating
Web
site,
Greatboyfriend.com.
Catch27 was started in
November, and according to Lindsey
Johnson, director of campus public
relations for the Web site, the wit and

sass forms a satirical look at thefacebook, society and life.
“People that get it love the site,
join and they’re sassy by nature,”
Johnson said, adding that the site was
started because “facebook is boring,
it’s policed, as are all the others. We
wanted something as edgy and hip as
who we are.”
Johnson went on to say that since
the site started it has evolved along
with the users. The users are not afraid
to express themselves and let the creators know what they want.
The types of people on the site are
a different breed. The users are very
honest about their views, and it’s evident in their blogs.
“I didn’t like that the people were
kind of pretending to be cool,” said
Erica Salas, a City of Mission employee. “Maybe they are that way, but it just
seemed fake.”
The members of Catch27 aren’t
the friendly, chit-chatty people of
friendster or myspace.com, they are
more “real,” but it just seems as if the
users are trying to be someone they are
not.
“Going in there, I noticed the people were wild!” said Jesus De Leon,
business management sophomore at
STC.
After all, it is just a game, and the
players on the site are trying to make
those 27 friends.
People make friends by either
sending invitations to their own
friends, adding other users, trading
friends, but if worse comes to worse,
buying a pack of three friends for 99
cents.
Johnson said that the idea of buying friends was an addition to the satire.
“You’re popular in real life based
on some superficial measure of what is
cool and un-cool,” Johnson said. “So
we priced the cards based on popularity.”
Johnson added that the idea of
pricing is just a joke, that 27 percent of
all earnings go to charity, and that
everything can be done for free on the
Web site.
Not too keen with the idea,
Jessica Cruz, sophomore history major
at The University of Texas-Pan
American, said, “It sounds interesting,
but the labeling makes people sound
almost shallow.”
Another student decided that the
site is presented as a game, and that it
shouldn’t be taken as anything more
than that. David Cuate, undeclared
sophomore at STC, decided that it
would be more interesting to see who
would make friends with him. Keep in
mind, the game does instruct that the

real point of the game is to meet
“ridiculously hot people.”
“That’s why I would want to see
who would choose me as their friend,”
Cuate said.
It seems that some people will
either hate the idea of Catch27, or like
it, but not completely love the game.
There are also the few people who
believe that sites of this nature should
not even exist, such as UTPA student,
Meri Gomez, business administration
major. She said that sites like these, in
general, are making society lose touch
with reality.
“People need to stop coming up
with these kinds of games,” Gomez
said. “It’s as if people are no longer living in reality.”
According to Johnson, in order to
enjoy the game, people must realize
that the game is a spoof of other similar sites that seem boring. Catch27 has
edge to it that makes its users or players unique.
“It’s just a game, you just play
with it, and have fun,” Cuate said.
Users will find a more serious
side to the site by looking through the
blogs.
“If you want to see the serious

side, check out the blogs,” Johnson
said. “These are young people blogging and doing it well, with entire feedback and response.”
New trend
Is blogging the latest trend? The
users on the site all seem to have an
incentive based on how controversial
they make their profiles, with headings
like, “She’s no saint, but she’ll take you
to your knees.”
The questions one has to answer
to be posted on their profiles differ
from the usual “Favorite Bands” or
“Hobbies.” The questions that Catch27
asks are along the lines of, “Favorite
Swear Word,” “How I Lost it” and
“Fantasy Make-out.”
The site is rich with vulgarity, and
it encourages users to become just as
extreme as the next player. The entire
site is almost a dare to play and be
played. The user must know how to
play the game correctly, or else he/she
will be traded off for a better player.
So it is up to the user: who will be
the next catch?
And as Johnson said, “Hot people, hot bodies and hot minds, that’s
what it’s about.”

Future of gaming
By JASON CHAPA
The Pan American
Fourth in a four-part gaming
series.
Not since the current triumvirate of next generation consoles was released just a few
years ago has the gaming world
been buzzing about the future of
gaming.
With the releases of the
Playstation Portable (PSP) and
the Nintendo DS, gamers now
have access to potent gaming systems in the palms of their hands.
But with both releases, gamers
are hard-pressed to choose which
console to hold onto and which
company will empty their wallets.
Weighing in at little more
than half a pound, and with
dimensions of 6.7-inches-by-2.9inches, the PSP packs impressive
power under its black casing. The
full-color, widescreen display
takes up a majority of the
portable's surface area, providing
the user with a theatre-like view
of all its content. Handling the
PSP should be familiar to all

users of Sony's previous forays
into the gaming market, as its
controls stay true to the company's original controller designs
for
the
Playstation
and
Playstation 2.
On Sony's Web site for the
PSP, it claims that more than 100
games are in development, and
many movie titles may be published on UMD format. The PSP
also allows for file transfer
between personal computers
(PCs) and other PSPs through its
USB Memory Stick Duo reader.
One of the most impressive
aspects of the PSP is its multiplayer capability. Up to 16 PSPs
can connect directly to each other
without any additional software,
through wireless networking
technology built into each system. More players will be able to
compete with each other when
Sony
establishes
wireless
Hotspots, areas designated for
massive public multiplayer gaming. Users can also establish local
area networks (LANs) on their
home PCs to allow many PSPs to
connect for similar massive mul-

See CONSOLES page 10
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Who Cares?
Some students use the LiveStrong bracelet because
they are genuinely concerned with cancer research,
others are just following a fashion trend. Can you
tell the difference?
by Elizabeth Garcia

Photo by Joel de la Rosa
The Pan American

Every decade has fads, whether it is wearing
colorful pacifiers, mood rings, baggy pants or
crazy Aqua Net hairdos. Fads come and go, but
stay long enough to make people grow crazy
about them and later sick of them. But what
seems to be this year’s fad is by far more ambitious than making people buy useless gadgets; it
actually helps raise funds for a cause.
The yellow Live Strong bracelets are an
invention of the Lance Armstrong Foundation,
the cycling superstar’s cancer-fighting organization, and Nike. Indeed, it wasn’t Paris Hilton’s
idea. The band fever, which began its campaign in
2004, caught the attention of many and broke its
own marketing objectives. Now it not only raises
money for cancer research, but has sold millions
as it became a fashion statement
Approximately 34 million Live Strong wristbands have been sold, and according to the Lance
Armstrong Foundation, the bracelets are not only

sold in the United States, but have actually gone
global. Now, they are available in more than 60
countries.
Not since “What Would Jesus Do?”
bracelets, have we seen a bracelet phenomenon
this big. The Live Strong fad has reached
Hollywood, and now just about any celebrity can
be spotted wearing one. Without a doubt this has
helped the Live Strong cause raise awareness.
But, how did wearing colored bands around your

wrists become so trendy? And how has the Live
Strong campaign benefited from this ironic twist?
According to some people the Live Strong
campaign did benefit from the attention they
were given, but later was corrupted by copycat,
money-thirsty companies that make and distribute the same kind of bracelet without any noble
meaning.
“I think that the bracelets initially did raise
awareness about cancer and its victims, but later
people just wanted to get them to be cool,” said
Jorge Alberto Flores, Live Strong supporter and
real estate major at STC. “Now other companies
that have nothing to do with cancer or any cause
started making this bracelets just for the money.”
But that is not always the case. Other companies have in fact began making and selling their
own wristbands in assorted styles, but not all of
them necessarily do so to take advantage of their
popularity and make money. Some wristband
companies have affiliated with charity causes.
For instance, Crafts N’ Scraps, an online jewelry store, sells wristbands similar to Live
Strong’s in order to help the American Cancer
Society.
Dana Bates, owner of Crafts N’ Scraps, told
the Daily Free Press, the independent newspaper
at Boston University, that her store carries 30-40
different types of rubber bracelets that help raise
funds for several organizations.
“I chose not to sell the Live Strong bracelets
because I didn’t think that the Lance Armstrong
Foundation needed any help raising money,” she
said. “I try to work with smaller manufacturers
and I distribute the proceeds to several different
organizations.”

However, even Bates admitted to the Daily
Free Press that about 50 percent of her customers
buy the bracelets because they want to be part of
a fashion statement and not because they care
about helping charities.
“Kids seem to wear the bracelets as more of a
trend and the cause is just an extra plus for them.
But most teens and adults seem to retain the orig-

inal purpose of the bands,” Bates said.
Whether you are a supporter or not, the fact
is that the bracelets have created some controversy. They have even been considered a threat in
Tampa, where hospitals fear the yellow wristbands might be mistaken for “Do not Resucitate”
medical bracelets.
According to an ABC news station in Tampa,
even though there have not been any fatal mixups with the bracelets, some doctors fear that the
chaotic hospital environment could lead to a
deadly mistake.
The idea of people dying because they supported a charity sounds horrific. But if we ask
ourselves how many people wear these bracelets
because they really care about helping charities,
and how many of them wear them just to be
“cool,” the results might be disturbing.
Has being a publicity philanthropist become a
fad? Maybe not, but many people think it has.
Sylvia Torres, McAllen resident and support-

er of the Live Strong cause, said that the reason
people buy bracelets does not matter.
“I don’t care if people buy them just to be cool
or because they actually care about the cause, what
matters is that the money they are paying to get the
bracelets is going to help find a cure for a terrible
disease,” Torres said. “Why are people all of the
sudden questioning the reason behind wearing a
bracelet? I have seen kids wear spikes around their
neck and T-shirts with stupid slogans, and nobody
questions that. At least if they wear the Live Strong
bracelets they are helping save lives.”
However, the truth of the matter is that the
issue is not whether people care about charity or
not. The initial purpose of the bracelets has been
corrupted.
It started as a way to raise funds for cancer
research, then, after the Indonesian tsunami,
there were tsunami bracelets on the market,
which seemed okay. But all of the sudden there
were bracelets with emblems like “drama
queen,” “Vote for Pedro,” “Strength” and
“Love,” made by companies, slogans that have
nothing to do with supporting a cause or donating to charities.
A similar campaign, that started a while back

Fad
Flashback
1930s
Hood ornaments
Zoot suits
Stamp Collecting
Drive-in theaters

but didn’t reach the mainstream, is the HIV/AIDS
“Until” campaign. They too created an even more
fashionable silver-made bracelet hoping it would
sell and raise funds for HIV/AIDS care services,
education and vaccine development. However, it
was not distributed or advertised as much. Even
with the help of celebrity endorsement and a widely known cause it did not manage to become a fad.
Why? Maybe because it wasn’t meant to be one. It
didn’t have a catchy emblem and Oprah did not
dedicate a show to it.
Don’t be mistaken, the Until organization did
have celebrities endorsing the cause wearing the
bracelets, such as Alan Cumming, Mandy Moore,
The Rock and Destiny’s Child. However, they
are considerably more expensive than the Live
Strong bracelets and are only available at certain
locations such as Kenneth Cole and online at
www.until.org.
Even some school organizations have created
their own bracelets to benefit from the craze. The
University of Texas-Pan American women’s volleyball team, for example, sells the same type of rubber bracelet with the UTPA emblem on it for $3.
According to Joseph Monaco, UTPA sports
information director, the team is selling the

bracelets at sport events or directly at the volleyball office. For more information contact coach
Stephanie Doran at (956) 292-7397.
Another instance occurs at Boston
University, where the College Democrats recent-

ly started selling blue wristbands for a fundraising project.
According to the Daily Free Press, the College
Democrats initially ordered 500 bracelets. Their
success was such that they soon had to order 500
more. The funds will be used to help pay for a political event trip.

1940s
Slinky
Silly Putty
“Kilroy was here”
Moving to the suburbs

1960s
Tie-dye T-shirts
Mood rings
Slogan buttons
Love beads

1980s
Slap bracelets
“Baby on Board” signs
Hacky Sack
Garbage Pail Kids

1950s
Hula hoops
Side burns
Coonskin caps
Poodle skirts
Virgin pins

1970s
Pet rocks
Acupuncture
Earth Shoes
Mopeds
Streakers

1990s
Fanny packs
Grunge
Furby
Bleached hair
Rachel Haircut

2000s
Low-rise jeans
Low-carb diets
U.S. flags on cars
(after 9/11)
Reality shows
Tivo
Razor Scooters
Fantasy Leagues
Pocket Bikes
Source:
www.crazyfads.com
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tiplayer gaming.
Released early this month, the
PSP is already getting rave reviews
from gamers at The University of
Texas-Pan American.
“The PSP is good when you
first look at it,” said Daniel
Salinas, sophomore history major
and president of the Gamers Club
at UTPA. “The graphics are amazing for a handheld system…[and]
the idea to use the memory sticks
for music, movies, etc. is good.
The size, the graphics, the games,
the file sharing and the compatibility make it a great system to buy.
“It’s worth the $250.”
Not to be outdone, Nintendo
beat Sony to the starting line when
its Nintendo DS (DS) was released
late last year. Breaking the mold,
the DS is the first handheld system
to possess two 3-inch LCD
screens, allowing the user a new
dimension of handheld gaming.
Furthermore, the bottom screen of
the DS offers complete touchscreen capability.
With a stylus or fingertip, the
user can navigate menus or access
inventories for a variety of games.
This is in addition to the classic six
buttons and control pad offered to
old-school fans of Nintendo’s past
systems.
The DS allows up to 16 users
to connect wirelessly for gaming

or messaging, with a range of 30 to
100 feet. Instead of typing out their
messages like similar services,
users can write or even draw whatever pops in their head and send it
to a friend, using the DS’s
PictoChat feature. For some
games, multiple users can play off
one game cartridge.
In the future, games may take
advantage of the microphone port
installed in the system, allowing
users to relay commands to their
friends over the wireless network,
or even to games that are capable
of reacting to such sound.
Unlike the PSP, the DS not
only relies on exclusive content,
but is also compatible with the
hundreds of games already
released for Nintendo’s previous
portable gaming system, the
Gameboy Advance. This gives
users a huge library of games, and
more choices than the PSP. And
with a growing library already
available to the DS, Nintendo only
furthers its advantage over the PSP.
What’s more, the DS offers six to
10 hours of battery life, compared
to the PSP’s two hours.
It’s also not without its own
praise.
“The DS is good with the
touch screen capability and the
chatting,” Salinas said. “The
games choices are not that big but

hopefully over the next few
months the selection will be bigger.”
Right now, demand for the
PSP is outpacing the DS.
According to Edward de los
Reyes, store manager at the local
Gamestop, demand has been so
high that they have been forced to
take a third set of reservations for
the system.
“What they usually do is they
don’t put out a reservation for

when an item has [already] come
out,” he said. “But due to high
demand, they have. Just about all
our stores are out.”
The DS has not fared so well.
“Demand hasn’t been that
high for the DS. It has to do to the
line of games released,” de los
Reyes said. While there are only
17 games available the larger
selection of games available for
the DS simply “don’t have the
quality of the PSP,” according to

de los Reyes.
And that’s not even counting
the seven movies coming to the
PSP this April in UMD format.
So is Sony destined to replace
Nintendo as king of the handheld
market? According to de los
Reyes, a superior product won’t be
enough to beat Nintendo.
“It has to compete with the
[Gameboy] SP and the DS,” he
said. “The PSP has to compete
with the Nintendo name.”
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fees.
There are two formulas that dictate what state funds UTPA
receives. One is the Instruction and Operations Formula, the
other is the Infrastructure Formula.
Instruction and Operations is arrived at by the Legislative
Budget Board, which computes a base rate according to how
much money the Legislature makes available for higher education.
The Infrastructure Formula is based on predicted square feet
of the institution. This formula takes into account an institution’s
space needs in five categories: teaching, which accounts for level
and program areas; library, which considers the number of faculty, students, programs, and holdings; research, which is driven by
research expenditures; office, which is determined by the number
of faculty and non-faculty employed at the institution; and support space, which is a percentage of other general factors.
Along with state money, UTPA also received federal money
totaling $42 million, or 22 percent of its operating funds. Tuition
made up $37.9 million, fees totaled $13.5 million, investments
and other revenues made up $13.6 million, with sources labeled
as “other” totaling $11.7 million for a grand total of $188.9 million for the year.
This might seem like a lot of money but when the institutions’ various commitments and bills are taken into account, the
money doesn’t last long.
This year, UTPA allocated its operating money for a total of
11 different funds. Among them are faculty salaries, which
account for 19.3 percent of the operating budget, scholarships
(6.2 percent), student services (2.6 percent), and plant operations
(4.4 percent), among others.
Juan C. Gonzalez, assistant vice president for business
affairs and budget director is optimistic about UTPA’s future in
terms of state funding.
“I would venture a guess that we will receive an incremental
amount of increase. Certainly by the mere fact that we have
increased our semester credit hours and head-count enrollment,
that’s going to drive the formulas which will in turn produce
more money for us,” Gonzalez said. “Beyond that, we are very
hopeful that we will get approval to fund at least one construction
project. Hopefully we’ll get more.”
One cause for concern is a release by the office of Texas
Congressman John Cornyn on Tuesday, which listed Texas colleges receiving grants funded by three programs originating from
the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964. Fifty-eight schools,
including The University of Texas-Brownsville/Texas Southmost
College were listed while UTPA was conspicuously absent. This
is especially puzzling since UTPA has received funding from
these programs for the last 35 years.
Richard Trevino, Jr, director for the Learning Assistance
Center, could not confirm whether this list was final.
“We have not received official notice that we have not been
funded,” Trevino said. “Phone calls to the Department of
Education have been made and we should know for sure some
time next week.”
However, there is a chance that more money will be headed
UTPA’s way in the form of the Higher Education Assistance
Fund. HEAF is a fund that comes to the university separate from
the legislative allocation process but still run through the
Legislature for approval.
HEAF money is appropriated for a period of 10 years, but at
the five-year point the formula that drives it is run again so if
there are changes it can affect funding. The last time this was
done UTPA lost $12 million. Because of the university’s growth,
which drives the HEAF formula, UTPA is hopeful it will do a lot
better this time around.
Adding to the optimism is a movement to increase the
amount of money HEAF has to offer its beneficiaries. In this current legislative session, the HEAF pot may increase from $175
million to $262 million.
Gonzalez couldn’t speculate on what changes students might
face in the future due to budgetary concerns, but explains that
programs at the university will be carefully reviewed and
attempts will be made to use resources wisely.
“It is not in the interest of an institution of higher learning one whose purpose is to seek truth and knowledge and nurture
that - to only allocate resources to those programs which generate the money,” Gonzalez said. “Otherwise we would end up with
a system of education where we would be focused on technical
career-type education instead of the greater value of a university
education, and that is a general nurturing of a thirst for knowledge.”
“There is not a clear-cut answer but we do not want to neglect anything just because it is not generating money.”
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deviate from a class topic to talk
about politics and controversial current events, giving opinions about
morals and religion? According to
Rodolfo
Arevalo,
UTPA’s
provost/vice president for academic
affairs, not much.
“The faculty member should not
be discussing other matters not associated with the course,” Arevalo said.
Officials at The University of
Colorado are debating this very
issue. Ward Churchill, head of ethnic
studies, went so far as to compare
9/11 victims to Nazis in making a critique of the American corporation
mentality. Richard Berthold, a former history professor from New
Mexico, told his class it was okay if
terrorists blew up the Pentagon.
These are extreme examples of
what two professors thought was
academic freedom, certainly, but the
controversy Churchill and Berthold
has sparked is unfolding around campuses all over. It is part of the ongoing battle between conservatives and
liberals, also known as the Red StateBlue State War.
Though some say that professors
shouldn’t have a free pass to propagate their ideologies in class, others
argue that if done properly, this sort
of activity enhances the education
students receive. Essentially it is academic freedom, said Garrett, to be
able to make unpopular statements.
“Don’t get me wrong, I don’t
agree with what he [Churchill] said.
But it is his right to say it, and that is
freedom,” he said. “He should not be
threatened by this.”
Polinard agreed.
“Academic freedom is there to
protect both the student and the professor, and there is a huge misconception about that,” Polinard said.
“The burden is with the institution of the invisible line. It can’t just
be ‘you don’t agree.’ Or it can be as
long as you have nothing to say,” he
continued, adding “It’s not about
how well you protect those who
agree, but those who disagree.”
However, there is a difference
between a lecturing technique, which
Arevelo said is up to the discretion of
professors provided they stay within
the course framework, and what
some students consider diffusion of
propaganda.
UTPA students seem to think
that professors can sometimes
become embroiled with a controversial topic and waste too much time
debating rather than teaching.
“I hate it when they just go off
topic. I don’t come to school to be
subject to a professor’s mid-life crisis and listen to their opinion about
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the world, the economy or even the
war,” said 23-year-old business graduate student Angela Gonzalez.
“I won’t mention any names, but
there are many professors in the
College of Business Administration
that spend too much time jumping
from topic to topic. I even had a professor talk about his love for opera,”
she said. “Informality is okay, but
there are things that you’re just not
supposed to say in class, or least not
spend so much time on them.”
Moreover, some students have
also complained about teachers
expressing their beliefs in imposing
and sometimes even attacking ways.
Both political science professors
said that although expressing views
and opinions falls under the First
Amendment,
the
Amendment
becomes closely scrutinized at a university.
“We all have that right as
Americans outside of the classroom,
but it becomes even more important
inside the classroom,” said Garrett.
But according to syndicated
columnist Thomas Sowell, nothing
other than tenure rules should prevent professors from getting fired if
they use class time to debate unrelated topics.
“There is no high moral principle that prevents it,” Sowell said.
“What prevents it are tenure rules
that have saddled so many colleges
with so many self-indulgent prima
donnas who seem to think that they
are philosophers-kings, when in fact,
they are often grossly ignorant or
misinformed outside the narrow confines of their particular specialty”
Tenure is something that often
goes overlooked when talking about
academic
freedom
privileges.
Churchill may now face unemployment, though he managed to gain
tenure with a doctorate, which is
unusual. His possible dishonesty
regarding his supposed American
Indian background is the main problem he faces.
Second Battle In The War
Along with the question of ideology in the classroom, there is also
the case of disciplinary methods.
When a professor decides to lock the
door to control tardiness, kick people
out when they are disruptive, take
attendance and give drop slips to
those who’ve missed more classes
than what he/she or the institution
considers appropriate, they are also
practicing academic freedom.
Raquel Rodriguez, senior advertising major, thinks that using academic freedom to teach discipline is
one thing, but undermining the stu-

dent’s intelligence growth is another.
“Using valuable class time to
reprimand students would be the
equivalent of saying ‘You’ve been
bad, go to your room, you’re grounded’ at a very costly $350 per class,”
Rodriguez said.
A lecturer who recently joined
the staff of UTPA, says academic
freedom and tenure go hand in hand.
“To me academic freedom goes
along with tenure,” he said. “Once
you get tenure you get the opportunity to do certain things research-wise.
Otherwise there could be certain
political motivations for not doing
something.”
He also explained the policies
that many students have problems
with in his classroom, including cell
phone use.
“What can’t possibly wait till
the end of class? I don’t intend to
belittle anyone, I just playfully
remind the person and the rest of the
students that leaving their cell
phones on is not tolerated,” he said.
Many professors operate under
the policy of locking the door after
class begins, and as long as it is outlined in the syllabus, it is permissible.
“I think that attendance and
punctuality are important because
they get you ready for the real
world,” said the lecturer. “In class
you can lose a couple of points, but
in a real job you would get fired.”
Summing Up
So the argument about what academic freedom means rages on. It
means different things to different
people, based on their status as faculty or student, and on whether one is
tenured or not. Polinard emphasized
his conception of it by explaining the
overall purpose of a university.
“It’s about laying out ideas on
the table, the core purpose of the university,” he said. “Argument has to
be protected. We are challenging
conventional wisdom.”
This, according to Polinard, is
the best learning environment for
students to be part of, one that sends
them out into the real world having
discussed the issues that may make
them uncomfortable. It must be done
with perspective and objectivity,
added Garrett.
Ironically, it is during this
process of challenging conventional
wisdom that lines may be crossed.
The best situation is where critical
thinking meets the protocol, and the
students find that discussing controversial issues adds to their overall
learning experience, without debate
becoming the single focus.

continued from page 1

group had researched, including the
idea that Saddam Hussein was once
part of the CIA, as well as the
agency link to the Taliban in
Afghanistan.
Both the SPJC and the USF
address civil rights issues, and are
planning another protest against

James Baker III, speaking as part of
the
university’s
Outstanding
Leadership Series April 7.
Despite the research efforts put
into the protest by its participants,
many students were simply left confused. Keely Smith, a junior double
majoring in psychology and sociol-

ogy, who was first to approach a
protestor, said she would have to go
home and read after hearing what
Garcia and the protestor had to say.
“It’s more confusing that concerning. I’ve never heard of any of
these things,” the Austin native
said.
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finances.
“I think as a general rule, particularly when we’re talking about students, these ‘pocketbook’ issues are
more important than other social
agenda issues,” Polinard said.
Individual issues seem to have
more to do with influencing students
to be politically active in general than
with students’ decision on which
political party to support.
“I think the Republican/Democrat
dichotomy is a general, ideological
organization of people. If I’m liberal,
I’ll be Democrat; if I’m conservative,
I’ll be Republican,” said Polinard.
Nichols agreed.
“I’m not a Democrat expressly
because the issues I care most about
are best supported by the Democratic
Party but because on average I can
identify best with the ideals of the
Democratic Party,” Nichols said. “I
want to see the issues I most care
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about addressed by the Democratic
Party but I think I’m a Democrat
first.”
A Family Affair
Given their location in the Rio
Grande Valley, it is not surprising that
most of UTPA’s students align themselves with the Democratic Party.
“We live in arguably the most predominantly Democratic region in the
nation, in a county which has never
elected a Republican to a statewide
office,” Polinard pointed out, although
in 2004 Cameron Country voted 56
percent for Republican George Bush.
“Most of our students are coming
from families [where the] parents
were probably Democrats,” he added.
Experts have said that one of the
most influential factors affecting students’ party affiliations is the political
ideology of their parents.
According to a Gallup poll con-

ducted in January, 71 percent of
young people from around the nation
consider their views to be about the
same as those held by their parents,
while only 21 percent consider themselves to be more liberal. An even
smaller 7 percent consider themselves
to be more conservative.
Nichols is in some ways typical of
many students at UTPA. His parents
are both Democrats with very strong
political opinions which they have
passed on to their children.
“I had an upbringing that was rich
in the tradition of the Democratic
Party,” Nichols said. “The idea of
what it means to be a Democrat was
kind of woven into my upbringing so
it’s a part of my personality in that
sense.”
On the other side of the spectrum,
Barrera grew up in a Republican environment at home as part of the minority of families in the Rio Grande

Valley who identify with that group.
“I grew up in a very Republican
household but I have also been influenced by the more liberal points of
view that I’ve encountered at the university, both from professors and
classmates,” Barrera said.
Rocking the Vote In Review
The most recent presidential election saw an increase in interest from
all age groups but especially from the
18-29 age group.
Nationwide student voting campaigns such as MTV’s Rock the Vote,
20 Million Loud, and Citizen
Change’s Vote or Die led to 73 percent
of all 18-29-year-olds registering to
vote in the 2004 election as opposed
to only 65 percent in 2000, according
to a Gallup poll which tracked selfreported registration.
On Election Day, 51 percent of the
eligible voters in the 18-29 range

made up 17 percent of the total number of voters, said Jehmu Green, president of MTV’s Rock the Vote, in an
interview with Neal Conan on
National Public Radio’s “Talk of the
Nation.”
In the most recent presidential
election, students nationwide seemed
to lean toward the Democratic candidate, John Kerry.
The results of 10 Gallup polls conducted during the months leading up
to the election showed that the 18-29year-old group of eligible voters preferred Kerry to Bush by an average of
10 to 13 percentage points.
While the student vote was not
able to hand Kerry the win, Green said
that the student vote was what kept the
2004 election a contested race.
“It’s safe to say that the youth vote
kept this election close,” said Green,
in an article in the San Francisco
Chronicle.

able to race around a futuristic
track in a hovering craft at blinding speeds. The scenery and
opposing hovercrafts scream past
the player, desperately trying to
control the vehicle.
Not once was there a hint of
slowdown, or lag, which is a common occurrence when developers
overestimate a system’s capabilities. The PSP is also capable of

playing MP3s, though it has to be
connected it to a computer and
downloaded to a memory stick
using a mini-USB cable (not
included).
Movies can also be downloaded onto the memory stick in
Mpeg4 format. Though the
included memory stick is not big
enough to hold a full-length
movie, there are other sizes avail-

able for sale. Converting movies
into Mpeg4 format is cumbersome
however, as there are not many
user-friendly programs that can
do this. Note to Apple users: the
few programs that are available
are so atrociously time-consuming that you would do well to not
even bother with converting
movies.
With the PSP, Sony intends to

compete with two well-established devices: the Nintendo DS
and the Apple iPod. Whether Sony
is successful depends entirely on
how well the product is marketed
to consumers. Though the price
seems high ($249 for the value
pack) the current hype and
demand for PSPs suggests that
maybe Nintendo and Apple
should be worried.

continued from page 3

chosen to create its own format
for video games called UMDs
(Universal Media Discs). The
discs themselves are no larger
than the palm of a hand, yet they
can reportedly hold up to 1.8 GB
of storage.
“Wipeout: Pure,” one of the
launch titles, shows off what the
PSP can do. The gameplay is
astounding, with the player being
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS

1. Baylor Univ. 295 291 311 897 +33

Baseball
UT-SAN ANTONIO SERIES
MAR. 29-30
UTPA

De La Hoya moves fight to McAllen
Last-minute decision brings fight to Valley
Golden Boy Promotions, run by world-renowned fighter Oscar De
La Hoya, has moved its Solo Boxeo event to La Villa Real in McAllen
after losing a venue in Los Angeles. The 10-round main event Friday
will feature a Mexican rumble between No. 1 WBC bantamweight
Jhonny Gonzalez of Mexico City and Trinidad Mendoz of Tijuana.
The undercard starting at 7 p.m. will consist of six-round bouts
featuring Raul Cazares and Pablo Pena, both from the Rio Grande
Valley. Their opponents and the remainder of the card has yet to be
announced. De La Hoya is expecting a big turnout despite such short
notice and is very excited to hold the event at La Villa Real.
“I hear it’s a great venue for boxing, real intimate for the fans,” he
said in a recent Monitor piece.
La Villa Real is located off Expressway 83 on Bentsen Road. The
card will be televised on Telefutura.

Islander athletes sent to hospital
Driver hits track team van, dies
After a successful meet at the Texas Invitational in Austin, six
members of the Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi track team were
in the hospital Saturday night. Paul Burden, 52, was allegedly driving
north in a southbound lane on Interstate 37 in Live Oak County, when
his car collided with the athletes’ vehicle. Burden was killed instantly.
Corpus coach Howard Dougherty, 50, was airlifted to the hospital
after suffering a broken hip. Freshman Lenora Perkins, 19, suffered
from head injuries and is at Christus Spohn Hospital. The remaining
four members of the team were released from the hospital on Sunday
with minor injuries. All of the injuries sustained were reported to be
non-life threatening.

Three Broncs bound for regionals
Martzall becomes the third Bronc to qualify
Saturday’s Texas Invitational in Austin proved to be a triumph for
three Bronc seniors as they earned berths in the regional
championship in Norman, Okla., May 27-28. Jeff Martzall (Fort
Wayne, Ind.) cleared 16-7 in the pole vault to gain his second regional
berth and the Texas Invitation crown. Issac Ybarra (Mission) earned
his first berth in the hammer throw event with a winning toss of 20211. The only female to earn a berth this weekend was Amy Moses
(Edinburg) who tossed 189-6 in the hammer throw.
The Broncs and Lady Broncs will make their next appearance at the
Rice Bayou Classic in Houston April 1-2.

AB R H BB RBI AVG.
Alamia

4

0 2

1

1

.500

Flowers

5

0 2 0

0

.400

Jones

5 1 1

0

1

.200

Smith

3

0 1 1

0

.333

Zarate

1

0 0 1

0

.000

Rodriguez, M.

3 1 0

1

0

.000

Rodriguez, P.

1 0 0

0

0

.000

Eichel

0

0

.000

Honeycutt

1

3 0 0
1 0

1

0

.000

Mackie

4

0 1

0

1

.250

Broyles

3

0 1

0

0

.333

Padron

2

0 0

1

0

.000

1

0 0

0

0

.000

36 3 8

6

3

.150

Powers
Total

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO AB
Casares (L)

2.1

7 5

4

1

15

Gomez

2.1

3 2

2

2

10

Rodriguez, M.

1.0

4 3

3

0

7

Davila

0.1

4 3

3

0

5

Pena

1.0

2 1

1

1

5

Haines

1.0

1 0

0

1

4
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AB R H BB RBI AVG.
Danielson

4

0 1

0

0

.250

Allen

2

1 1

0

0

.500

Voyles

4

2 2

0

2

.500

Davis

1

0 0

0

0

.000

Crew

5

3 3

1

2

.600

Holdren

6

2 3

0

1

.500

Moreno

5

2 1

0

1

.200

Koger

1

0 0

0

0

.000

McKennon

4

3 3

1

2

.750

Todesco

4

1 3

1

4

.750

Saltzgaber

5

0 3

0

2

.600

Johns

5

0 1

0

0

.200

46 14 21 3 14

.400

Total

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO AB
Barton (W)

3.0

3 1

1

3

11

J. Ruffen

3.0

4

1

1

2

14

Brannon

2.0

1 1

1

1

7

Pope

1.0

0 0

0

0

4

GAME 1

Mexico struggles against Panama
Panama comes up big late

123456789 R H E
UTPA

1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 - 5 11 1

UTSA

0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 - 6 13 2

WP - Vecchio (2-3). LP - Linder (0-4).

In a game where Mexico (2-0) was favored, Panama came through
to pull a 1-1 tie Wednesday in Panama City in a CONCACAF area
qualifying game for the 2006 World Cup in Germany.
With a win, Mexico would have ensured a probable qualification
spot, while Panama needed its first win since 1938 against Mexico to
keep alive aspirations to qualify. It took 74 minutes for Panama to
score, and tie the game with an awesome bicycle kick from Luis
Tejada, leaving Mexican goalkeeper Oswaldo Sanchez no opportunity
but to watch the ball hit the back of the net.
In the 26th minute, Mexico had scored on a goal from Ramon
Morales. In the second half, Panama began to regain the momentum,
as Mexico found a stronger Panama midfield blocking advances.
Mexico’s frustration became obvious, when midfielder Pavel Pardo
was red-carded, leaving Mexico with 10 players at the 56th minute.

Save - None
E - Flowers; Voyles (7); Crew (8). DP UTPA 3; UTSA 1. LOB - UTPA 11; UTSA
9. 2B - Voyles (7); Holdren (4). HR Jones; Smith; Crew (2). HBP - Alamia;
Todesco. SH - Allen (2). SF - Eichel. SB Alamia. CS - Flowers; Danielson (6).
Attendance: 116

Golf
BAYLOR-TAPATIO SPRING
SHOOTOUT
WOMEN

1, Melanie Walker,

100

3. SMU

314 296 314 924 +60

Texas, 13.22. 2, Alandra Sherman, Texas,

4. Oklahoma

306 311 314 931 +67

14.66. 3, Rowena Hamlet, UTPA, 14.68. 4,

5. Texas Tech 316 312 310 938 +74

Samantha Spaulding, TAMUCC, 14.81. 5,

T6. UT-El Paso 315 323 320 958 +94

BATTING

METER HURDLES:

301 300 303 904 +40

T6. Fla. Intern. 321 307 330 958 +94

GAME 2

Nicole Silvas, TAMUCC, 5:09.75.

2. Michigan

Brittani Hilton, UTPA, 14.89.
400 METER DASH: 1, Jerrika Chapple, Texas,

8. Wisconsin

329 310 323 962 +98

54.55. 2, La Tashia Kerr, Texas, 55.28. 3,

T9. Arkansas

322 317 326 965 +101

Aslon Martin, UTPA, 59.92. 4, Lyndsey

T9. Easter Mich.322 320 323 965 +101

Sidney,

T9. Toledo

327 315 323 965 +101

Thompson, Texas, 1:01.29.

12. UTPA

329 315 323 967 +103

100

13. Xavier

326 319 325 970 +106

Texas, 11.37. 2, Deon Marquis, UTPA,

14. TAMUCC

335 322 322 979 +115

12.16. 3, Ychlindria Spears, Texas, 12.24.

15. Memphis

323 326 334 983 +119

4, Adriana Hebert, UTPA, 12.45. 5,

16.SHSU

.330 325 333 988 +124

17. AK. St.

349 333 331 1013 +149

18. McLennan 351 332 347 1030 +166

UTSA,

1:00.65.

METER DASH:

5,

Ashley

1, Marshevet Hooker,

Latasha Sinclair, UTSA, 12.79.
800

METER RUN:

1, Temeka Kincy, Texas,

2:12.22, 2, Carlee Clark, Texas, 2:12.72. 3,
Laticia Gilkes, Unattached, 2:15.88. 4,

Track & Field

Veronica Silva, UTSA, 2:20.17. 5, Jacinta
McMahon, UTPA, 2:20.17.

TEXAS INVITATIONAL
MAR. 26

400

METER HURDLES:

1, Melanie Walker,

Texas, 57.69. 2, Sherretta Jones, Texas,

MEN

1;00.55. Samantha Spaulding, TAMUCC,

1, Erik Stanley, Texas,

1:01.14. 4, Rowena Hamlet, UTPA,

3:52.51. 3, John Arnold, Texas, 3:59.58. 5,

1:01.26. 5, Demetria Holmes, UTSA,

Justin Pitchford, UTSA, 4:03.48. 7, Nava

1;04.69.

1500

METER RUN:

Luis, UTPA, 4:05.86. 9, David Trevino,

200 METER DASH: 1, Jerrika Chapple, Texas,

UTPA, 4:08.88. 11, Eric Miller, UTSA,

23.50. 3, La Tashia Kerr, Texas, 24.38. 5,

4:10.08.

Latasha Sinclair, UTSA, 25.43. 6, Adriana

12,

Aaron

Castro,

UTPA,

Hebert, UTPA, 25.75. 7, Deon Marquis,

4:12.96.
THROW:

1, Isaac Ybarra, UTPA,

UTPA, 25.97. 9, Brittany Epps, UTSA,

213-01. 2, J.C. Crosby, UTPA, 165-03. 3,

26.22. 11, Lily Cavazos, UTPA, 26.62. 13,

Jake Barnes, ASU, 156-02. 4, Andrew

Bethany Anderson, UTPA, 27.23.

Roemisch, ASU, 150-07.

3000

WEIGHT

METER RUN:

METER RUN:

Yuliya Stashiv, Texas

1, Ryan Ponsonby, Texas,

State, 10:15.26. 3, Kathleen Leonard,

1:51.40. 3, Larry Brooks, UTSA, 1:51.94. 5,

Texas, 10:42.49. 5, Bertha Castillo,

Matt Duncan, Unattached, 1:54.37. 10,

UTPA,

John Arnold, Texas, 1:57.09. 14, Jake

TAMUCC, 10:56.17. 8, Lorraine Garcia,

Morse, Texas, 1:58.59. 16, Aaron Castro,

UTPA, 10:57.33. 9, Ashley Perez, UTPA,

UTPA, 2:00.84. 18, Beto Alvarado, UTPA,

10:58.63.

2:01.23. 20, Freddy Oveido, UTPA,

4X400

2:09.11.

2, Texas ‘B’, 4:04.57.

800

3000

METER RUN:

1, Shadrack Songok,

10:44.00.

METER RELAY:

HAMMER

THROW:

7,

Anita

Quirino,

1, UTPA ‘A’, 3:57.87.

1, Amy Moses, UTPA,

TAMUCC, 8:19.77. 3, Kyle Miller, Texas,

189-06. 2, Sarah Baker, Texas State, 149-

8:36.61. 5, Javier Prado, Texas State,

02. 3, Amanda Ferris, UTPA, 140-01. 4,

8:38.83. 7, Hector Gandara, UTPA,

Natasha Ramos, UTSA, 131-02. 5, Megan

8:48.28. 9, Enrique Garza, TAMUCC,

Sweeney, Texas State, 116-09.

9:09.48. 12, Americo Ortiz, UTPA,

JAVELIN

9:27.97. 13, David Ramirez, UTPA,

136-09. 2, Ashley Allen, UTSA, 117-07. 3,

9:29.03.

Ryanne Dupree, UTSA, 113-06. 4, Brittani

1, Rachel Reida, UTPA,

1, Isaac Ybarra, UTPA,

Hilton, UTPA, 112-08. 5, Chelsea Molina,

202-11. 2, John Rouse, Texas, 173-10. 3,

UTSA, 111-02. 6, Kandace Traywick,

J.C. Crosby, UTPA, 168-06. 4, Joe

UTSA, 108-00. 7, Cassie Keller, TAMUCC,

Hastings, Texas State, 150-11. 5, Scott

97-08. 8, Bethany Anderson, UTPA, 93-

Wilson, Texas State, 147-03.

04.

HAMMER

POLE

THROW:

THROW:

VAULT:

1, Jeff Martzell, UTPA, 16-

HIGH

JUMP:

T1, Rikki Gray, UTSA, 5-02.50.

06.75. T2, Drew Terry, Texas, 15-07.00. T2,

T1, Ashley Allen, UTSA, 5-02.50. T1,

Brandon Mahlar, Texas, 15-07.00. 4, Sal

Ryanne, UTSA, 5-02.50. 4, Bethany

Gonzalez, UTPA, 15.01-00. 5, Mason

Anderson, UTPA, 4-10.50.

Findiesen, Texas State, 14-07.25.

PUT:

1, Michelle Carter, Texas, 51-

00.00. 2, Natasha Ramos, UTSA, 41-

180-10. 2, Isaac Ybarra, UTPA, 161-02. 3,

03.00. 3, Amanda Ferris, UTPA, 40-09.50.

Luke Johnson, UTSA, 156-00. 4. Trey

4, Sonya Styra, UTSA, 36-05.00. 5,

Hardee, Texas, 147-00. 5, Brandon

Kandace, Traywick, UTSA, 33-08.00. 6,

Buteaux, UTSA, 136-02.

Kathy Bradham, TAMUCC, 32-00.25. 7,

SHOT

THROW:

SHOT

1, Brian Robison, Texas,

DISCUS

PUT:

1, Brian Robison, Texas, 60-

Stephanie Perez, UTPA, 30-05.75.

09.50. 2, J.C. Cosby, UTPA, 52-10.00. 3,

DISCUS THROW: 1, Stephanie Perez, UTPA,

Luke Johnson, UTSA, 49-10.00. 4, Robert

154-07. 2, Natasha Ramos, UTSA, 145-05.

Stager, UTSA, 49-09.00. 5, Brent Bartz,

3, Michelle Carter, Texas, 139-10.

TAMUCC, 43-09.75.

TRIPLE JUMP:

WOMEN

1, Andrea Morrow, TAMUCC,

39-00.25. 2, Yvette Gree, Texas State, 38-

1, Carlee Clark, Texas,

11.75. 3, Morgan Moszee, UTSA, 37-

4:40.86. 3, Letitia Cerna, Unattached,

07.75. 4, Lily Cavazos, UTPA, 37-04.00.

4:43.65. 5, Rita Lambert, UTSA, 4:47.65. 7,

5, Victoria Salinas, UTPA, 36-02.25.

1500

METER RUN:

Karla Hernandez, UTPA, 4:51.63. 9,
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Climax of NCAA show building for St. Louis finale
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
College basketball has met and surpassed
expectations in March with many tournament
games coming down to the final seconds. As
teams have fought and clawed their way through
the tournament, which ends with the Final Four
this weekend and the NCAA title game in St.
Louis Monday, fans have had to hold their breath
and celebrate; while others have hung their heads
and faded away.
Those fans include hundreds of players whose
teams bowed out early or did not make it to the
NCAAs or the NIT. That includes the local stars
of the University of Texas-Pan American, who
have watched as Davids battled Goliaths and
overtime buzzer-beaters became the trend.
“Even a 16 seed playing a No. 1 seed has a
chance to win, just because they have nothing to
lose,” said Bronc guard Sergio Sanchez. “You
always want to play hard especially because you
don’t want to go home,” continued the team’s
leading scorer in
For many players losing in the tourney marks
their last hurrah, and the feeling of failure may
become overwhelming. But the exposure can’t
be matched.
“Any time you play in the tournament you
have a chance to be seen by a lot of people
including pro scouts,” said Lady Bronc senior
guard Ashley Roberts.
This year there are a number of players in the
Final Four who looks to be NBA material. North
Carolina is led by one of college basketball’s
coaching greats in Roy Williams, and has junior
sensation Sean May, who has been a monster in
the tournament, averaging over 21 points and 11

rebounds per game. Junior guard/forward Rashad
McCants has also made his mark in the tournament, averaging over 17 points per game in the
tournament, including a 21-point effort in the
Syracuse regional final against Wisconsin on
Sunday. Williams clinched his fifth Final Four
appearance after his Tar Heels defeated an
aggressive Wisconsin squad 88-82. The Heels
(31-4) will face Michigan State on Saturday, and
is favored, as a No. 1 seed.
Kelvin Tolbert and Alan Anderson of
Michigan State may not have been household
names but they’ve become some of the most confident and cool pressure shooters for the Spartans.
Tolbert and Anderson went 9-for-10 combined
from the foul line in the second overtime against
No. 2 Kentucky. The two helped senior-rich
Michigan State (26-6) hold off the Wildcats after
they hit a desperation 3-pointer to force the first
overtime. Center Paul Davis has been a stellar
performer during the tournament, averaging 15
points and over 10 rebounds a game.
Louisville has one of the top guards in the
country in Francisco Garcia, a solid shooter with
excellent court vision. Senior guard/forward
Larry O’Bannon has also come to life during the
tournament, averaging 17.7 points per game.
Taquan Dean, a junior guard, has also added a lift
for the Cardinals, averaging 17 points per game
in four games. Garcia and the athletic Cardinals
have already defeated one of the top seeded
team’s in the tournament that being Washington,
and also eliminated a lively Georgia Tech team
that had aspirations of reaching the Final Four.
The No. 4 seeded Cardinals easily handled
Washington 93-79 and then cruised by Tech 7654. The more recent and impressive win for the
Cardinals came against West Virginia in the

Albuquerque regional championship, where they
came back from a 20-point deficit and managed
to pull away in the second half and defeat the
Mountaineers 93-85. Louisville (33-4) will surely have to be at the top of its game, facing No. 1
Illinois.
Illinois suffered only one defeat all season and
it came in the season finale against a lowly Ohio
State team that simply had their number.
However, Illinois (36-1) has been on a tear
throughout the tournament and is a heavy
favorite to cut down the nets at the end. The
Fighting Illini have a top guard of their own in
Deron Williams, who has shown great court
savvy and exceptional shooting recently in the
tournament. Williams is averaging 16.5 points
and 8.5 assists per game throughout the tournament.
“I like their (Illinois) guards…Deron
Williams is like Jason Kidd with better shooting,”
said Sanchez, who was named second team AllIndependent this season.
Williams is not the only threat for Illinois as
other players have stepped up during the tournament. Guards Dee Brown and Luther Head have
averaged over 14 ppg throughout the tournament
and have hit some big shots to help Illinois reach
the Final Four. However, if the Illinois expects to
continue the run to the national championship
forward Roger Powell will have to make his presence known in the low post. When Powell is a
non-factor Illinois struggles.
The march to the arch, as it has been referred
to this season because of the Gateway Arch in St.
Louis, has finally ended and now the games will
begin to heat up even more. The Regional championships set a record this year with three out of
the four going into overtime. This year’s tourna-

Men’s Final Four
April 2
No.
No.
No.
No.

1
4
1
5

Illinois vs.
Louisville
6:07 p.m.
North Carolina vs.
Michigan State 9:17 p.m.

Women’s Final Four
April 3
No. 2 Baylor vs
No. 1 LSU
No.1 Tennesse vs
No.1 Michigan State

6 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

ment has been tough with many games ending on
the final possession.
“I think the lower seeds weren’t blown out by
the higher seeds so I think that shows how even
the country is,” said Sanchez, whose Broncs went
12-16 and played against tournament teams
Oklahoma and Vanderbilt this season.
Women’s Final Four
Coach Pat Summit and the Tennessee Lady
Volunteers have returned to the Final Four.
Tennessee along with LSU, Michigan State and
Baylor, will all be traveling to Indianapolis on
Sunday.
Michigan State will face Tennessee and
Baylor will meet LSU. Tennessee is the favorite
to win the national title, but there will be some
fierce competition as Baylor and LSU have
shown steady and consistent up-tempo play.
“Baylor is good and they don’t ever give up…
But I don’t think anyone can beat them
(Tennessee),” said Roberts, whose Lady Broncs
set a team record with 14 wins this season.
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The art of the double play: The infield masterpiece
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
A pitcher’s best friend is the double play; especially
when the bases are loaded and the tying run is on third
base with one out. The infield’s ability to turn a ground
ball into a double play can make or break the game.
Most of the technique used in turning it comes from
knowing what to do when the ball is hit, and knowing
where your teammates are.
Infielders have to be on their toes anticipating where
the ball is going to be hit, and what runners on base are
doing. “Turning two” is a timing thing.
Ozzie Smith, better known as “The Wizard of Oz”
was the king of the double play, playing shortstop for the
St. Louis Cardinals and San Diego Padres. In his 19 seasons, Smith recorded 1,590 double plays. He used outstanding ability and knowledge of the game to win 13
Gold Gloves awards and is one of the best defensive
infielders ever.
So far this season the Broncs baseball team has turned
23 twin killings, as the infield has done some credible
work. The most common are those started from shortstop

through second base and on to first (called a 6-to-4-to-3
double play after the numbers corresponding to the positions on the field: 6 for shortstop, 4 for second baseman,
3 for first baseman). The 5-4-3 goes “around the horn,”
starting at third base. Bronc hot corner man is a senior,
Ricky Broyles, who said that the shortstop and the second baseman have to be on the same page when turning
the 5-4-3 double play. He said it takes time to get the
timing down.
“We do a lot of double plays in practice,” said
Broyles, who has been in on 10 such plays this year. “It
is just repetition.”
The first thing is to field the ball cleanly. Next is the
initial throw to second base, and then there’s the pivot,
the turn made at second base by either the shortstop or
second baseman. Last is the successful catch at first base
that ends the process. There is no better way to stop a
rally than to get two for one. But each part of the
process must be executed perfectly, which explains why
baseball is considered a skills game.
The Broncs have been finding it tough to pull off the
win this season, as they have a 9-21 record. But they

have started to get some consistency in the play of the
infield of Broyles, shortstop Aaron Flowers, Joe
Gutierrez, and others.
Broyles and Flowers have a unique connection on the
field that can be credited to their time spent as teammates at Northeast Texas Community College. They
spent two years getting the feel of how the other reacts
during the game.
“He knows exactly where I will be,” Flowers commented about his experiences on the field with Broyles.
“If we can get two out, that’s great.”
On Tuesday night against UT-San Antonio, the Broncs
turned three double plays in the game, keeping it close,
finally losing 6-5 in the last inning.
The pitching staff has struggled, and needs good
defense to help it start to make progress. First basemen
Zack Smith said that most of the success of turning the
double plays comes from just knowing where your teammate is going to be. That and patience are the virtues of
the twin killing.
“We usually look to get at least one before looking
for two,” Smith said.

1

Turning Two

UTPA 2005
2

Double Plays: 23
Flowers
14
Broyles
11
Gutierrez
10
Smith
10

Eric Espinoza/The Pan American

UTPA 2005
Team Fielding
PCT.
.939
Errors
70
Chances
1149
Putouts
762
Assists
317

Bronc Roundup: Tough baseball trip to San Antonio
UTPA pitching gave up 11 extra-base hits, including four
home runs, in a 14-3 loss at the University of Texas-San
Antonio Wednesday, after the team had dropped the first game
of the series the night before.
After taking an early 1-0 lead on an RBI double from
Sharyland freshman J.P. Mackie, the Broncs got buried under
a barrage by the Roadrunners to fall to 9-21 for the season.
Kelly Casares (1-1) took the loss after surrendering five runs
in 2 1/3 innings.
Jacob Jones homered for the second consecutive game as a
bright spot for UTPA, which has lost seven of eight.
In the first game The Broncs lost a seesaw battle Tuesday
despite a career-high five hits from hot-hitting freshman Zach
Smith. UTPA led at one point, 4-1, after Jones hit a home run
in the seventh inning. But the Roadrunners rallied for four
runs and the lead in the bottom half.
A fielding error and wild pitch enabled the Broncs to tie it
up, but UTSA won it in the ninth. Lefty Chad Linder (0-4)
took the loss.
The Broncs welcome 23rd-ranked Coastal Carolina for a
three-game series at Edinburg Baseball Stadium April 1-3,
with night games Friday and Saturday and a 1:10 start to the
Sunday tilt. Then they have a road game at Texas A&MCorpus April 5 and a three-game road series at LouisianaLafayette April 8-10.

WOMEN’S GOLF 12th AT BOERNE
The women golfers returned to action at the Baylor-Tapatio
Springs Shootout in Boerne last weekend, finishing 12th of 18
teams after a three-round total of 967. Host Baylor won the
tournament,
Junior Stefanie Maynard was the team’s top individual
competitor, coming in a solid 11th with a three-day total of
228. Danielle Cortes was 39th and Crystal Frazier 44th for the
Lady Broncs, who are at the Bobcat Invitational in San
Marcos April 4-5.
The men end a 32-day break April 11-12 at the Cowboy
Classic at Scottsdale, Ariz., and then follow that up with a trip
to West Lafayette, Ind., for the Boilermaker Classic April 1617. They end the regular season at the Andrea Brotto Cavalier
Classic April 22-23 in Charlottesville, Va., and prepare for the
National Minority Championships in early May.
BUSY WEEK FOR TENNIS TEAMS
Coming off a home win March 22 against Laredo
Community College, the men’s and women’s tennis team will
have five matches in the next week.
They face Southeast Louisiana and Lamar in Beaumont
April 2, and then travel to Houston for matches against
Grambling State, Prairie View, and Texas Southern April 8-9.

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

FRESHMAN TALENT - First baseman Zach Smith (27) has
carried a hot bat to the plate for the Broncs lately.
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New NCAA Progress Rate to be enacted in the fall term
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
The NCAA is steadfast in its goal to
improve academics in schools across the
nation. Next year it will attempt to further hold schools accountable for keeping
athletes performing in the classroom.
Athletes and administrators will one
day regard the number 925 as an important indicator of how the athletic program, along with individual sports, fares
academically. For now it’s only an indicator to schools that some things must
change.
The number will eventually distinguish a successful program from one in
academic distress but currently it carries
little weight. As a sign of things to come,
the NCAA recently released the bigger,
better and badder face of academic
reform set to change the core of most athletic programs.
“I think it’s something traumatic,”
said UTPA Athletic Director Scott Street
on the impact of the new academic
progress rate (APR). “It’s a new concept
but with more bite.”
The number 925 is the “cut score”
which will determine real-time penalties
imposed upon teams that fail to reach it.
The advent of the new academic progress
rate (APR) will be based upon an ath-

lete’s eligibility, retention and eventual
graduation. It is aimed to improve aspects
that have been identified by NCAAA
research as the most important for a successful program.
In 2004 UTPA teams broke even,
matching the national average with an
overall APR of 938. The men’s basketball team did exceptionally well considering the national average of all Division
I hoops teams was 923. The Broncs
scored 1000, ranking within the 90th100th percentile among 326 basketball
teams.
Men’s tennis also scored above the
national average with an APR rating of
967 among 265 teams and men’s outdoor
track also reached 1000.
“I would like to compliment the
coaches,” said Street, who took over in
March. “I would also like to compliment
the student-athlete’s time commitment.”
The APR gauges every team’s academic performance on a yearly basis.
This is the difference from the current
one, which relies on a six-year cohort
window to evaluate.
An APR of 925 must be made by
teams in order to avoid what the NCAA
calls contemporaneous penalties, which
can result when athletes withdraw from
the institution, do not return the following semester or become academically

ineligible in the semester following the
withdrawal.
If this situation repeats itself enough
in a given year, a team stands to lose one
scholarship for a full year if a student
withdraws, not being eligible to return
the following semester. The maximum
limit a team could lose in one year is 10
percent of financial aid.
“The teams lose competitiveness,”
Street said about how the APR adversely
affects the program. “There is a loss of
enthusiasm for the sport.”
A student-athlete who “0-for-2”
according to the NCAA is one who is neither academically eligible nor still at the
institution. A 0-for-2 player might be one
who transfers, leaves the institution for
personal reasons or leaves to turn pro and
would not have been academically had he
or she returned.
“In the case of the big football teams
like UT, leaving hurts,” said Tish Brewer,
assistant athletic director for academic
support and student services. “If you lose
students, they’re not graduating.
“If they don’t choose to stay I don’t
think the school should be penalized,”
Brewer added.
She said that UTPA is committed to
excelling, and will not be satisfied with
Marcos Cervantes/ The Pan American
the current situation no matter how good LUNCH BREAK- UTPA high jumper Marlin Manley studies
things look.
through lunch outside the Student Union.

Dorados practice full-on ahead of season opener
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

ting used to the adjustment from the outside game to the inside
game, such as myself,” said Landrom. “It is pretty fun and pretty
exciting.”
The St. Francis University product is looking forward to the
upcoming season.
“I’m pretty confident right now. We are in here and working
hard,” said Landrom. “This is my first go-around, but I’ve been
coming in and I’ve been giving it my all, so I’m in a good position
to continue to compete and make this roster.”
With a little over a week of Dorados camp experience under
players’ belts, Guy is making sure they know what he expects from

them during the season.
“Well we are going to be a physical football team. That’s number one,” said the Birmingham native. “Number two, we want to
be a mistake-free team. More games are lost than won. More teams
beat themselves rather than the other team showing up and beating
you. We just got to come out here, work on our chemistry, and get
everything down.”
Last season the Dorados played in the Southwest Division of
the National Conference. Realignment for the 2005 season has kept
RGV in the same conference but has brought them to the Western
division. This season the Dorados will find themselves with divisional opponents Tulsa, Bakersfield, San Diego and Central Valley
(Fresno, CA). They went 6-10 last season.
The Dorados will be facing some different teams this year, but
Guy said that he is staying focused on his squad.
“I’m really not concerned with who we play. I’m really more
concerned with us beating ourselves,” said Guy. “We can control
what we do. We cannot control what other teams do, so we’re just
going to worry about not beating ourselves and going out and
doing things right.”
The roster is mainly filled with out-of-state players, besides
lineman Josh Tubbs (Texas State), offensive specialist Jon
Lemberg (Hardin-Simmons) and lineman Antoine Murphy
(Baylor).
Nine days away from the first game of the 2005 season, Guy
feels the team needs to keep up the hard work in order to be effective in the regular season.
“Every day we’re getting better,” said Guy. “A football team
Joey Hinojosa/ The Pan American
either gets better or it gets worse. It doesn’t stay the same, so hopeSET! - Offensive linemen in a recent practice. The RGV
fully we are going to progress and keep making great strides.”

The Rio Grande Valley Dorados are getting ready for their second season of arena football. When the season opener kicks off
April 9 in the Dodge Arena against the Louisville Fire, it will feature a team that has undergone several changes since its inaugural
season ended last July.
In place is Kevin Guy, who will be head coach and director of
football operations after spending the previous three seasons in the
same role for the AF2’s Tennessee Valley Vipers based in
Huntsville, Ala.
The Dorados started training camp with 31 players on March
23, and since then they have trimmed the roster to 24. AF2 teams
are allowed to bring in up to 35 players for training camp, but must
bring the roster down to 21 by April 3. Squads are permitted to
have more than 21 players on their roster, but any extra players
must be international players.
Guy feels training camp has been going well for the Dorados.
“We’ve got athletes, but we’ve got to get them coached up. A
lot of these guys are young and new to the game,” he said. “It’s
about coaching these guys up, and just keep getting these guys
reps. We cut down on some numbers to try and get these guys that
we’re going to keep more reps. Every day we’re just coming out
working.”
Many of the players invited to camp have never played arena
football before. Twenty of the 31 players that started camp with the
Dorados are classified as rookies, including wide receiver/defensive back Jimmy Landrom.
“I think it has been going pretty good. Some of the guys are get- Dorados begin the season April 9 against the Louisville Fire.

